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SERMON
Preach'd in the Audience of His Excellency

WILLIAM SHIRLETyYXQ^y
Captain General, Goyernour and Commander inChief,

The HoNpuRABi4£-His Majesty's

C O U N C I L,

And the. Honourable Houfe of

R E P R E S E N rAT IV E S,
t -

Of the Province of the

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,
IN

May 2gth 1754.::)

^eing the Anniverfary, for the Election of His

MAJESrrs COUNCIL for the Province.

N. B. The Parti of'jfime Paragrafb}, faffed over in the Preiching o/thu
Difcourje, are nmu inferted in the Publication.

By Jonathan Mayhew,D.Z).
Pallor of the Weft Chyrch in Bojhn.- ,

B O S T N : N. E.

iPrinted by Samuel Kneeland, Printer to the HonourabJe

Houfe of Reprefentatives. 1754^
Or
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In thi HoufeofReprefentatives,

'' May -^pib. 1754.

O^deredf That the Reprefentatives of

the Town of Bojion ; together with

Mr. William Fletcher^ be directed to give

the Thanks of thi* Houfe, to the Rev,

Pr. Jonathan Mayhew^ of Boflon, for his

Sermon preached Yefterday before the Gc-
peral Courtj being the Annivcrfarj for the

Elcdion of Co^jKcfELLORs, and defire a

Copy thereof for ^the Prefs.

Attcft,

Oliver Partridge,Ckr.DQta.RtpM
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A N

Eleaion SERMON'.

MATT. XXV. 21.

HIS LORD /aid unto bim^ TVell done^

thou good and faithful Servant j thou

hafi been faithjul 1

i^^^^^H I S is part of our Saviour's well-known

iP'SJ^Vp^P'SI parable" of the talents ; the moral of

^W^L ^ *! which is in general this. That whatever

^SS^ P""^"" advantages of any kind,

men feverally enjoy, are committed to

them in truft by the great Lord and Proprietor of all,

to whom they are accountable for the ufe they make of

them i and from whom they fliall, in the clofe of this

pxefent fcene, receive either a glorious recompence of

their
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fheir fidelity, or the punifhmertt due. to their flptb; and

wickednefs. The fubjefl:, then,' is very general^: and

equally interefting. .All mqn, bf whatever rapk or

diarafter, arc concerned in it. It leads oartho6ghts

from what we poffefs, up to the great fource thereof j

from what we are at prefcnt, to what we fhali be here-

after. It conneds this .world with another ; and com-

,

prehQp4s both our probationary and final ftate, ;
under

the righteous adrhtniftration of God;- -^-

BuT tho' the fubjedl is very general^ and of the laft

importance to all ; yet; civil .pjasKcLhej^ig .,one„s£,.:^

principal of thofe talents which Heavfen commits to

men, and the prjefenioccafion. requiting a more particu-

lar confideration of it, the enfuing dilcpurfe will be con-

fined thereto. Nor would I injure pur honoured Rulers

by the leaft fufpicion, that they can poflibly take it.amifs

to be reminded of their" duty to God-and Man upon-this

occafioji, with all the plainnefs and fimplicity becoming

a mifiiltcr of the Gofpel, and confiftent with decepcy ;

the rules of which, it is hoped, will not be violated.

Indeed were One to difcourfe upon this fubje£t be-

fore Rulers in an arbitary government ; or before un-

^

faithful Rulers, even where the conftitution is free j

there would be almoft a neceflity of difguifing and fup-

preffing the truth, Pn Pne hand, or of giving umbrage

on the other. A miferable dilemma! But furely ther6

' cafl

vr.m



An . RleEHm-Bermop, 3

can be no neceffity of the fornier, nor any danger of the

latter, under fucha government as theBritifh, and before

fuch Rulers as I have the honour to fpeafk to.

If is cuftomary'fot thofe who arecalled to fpeak u'poii

fuch public occaflons, to apologize for their want df pro- ~~~

per Iqualificatidiis for' the tafk. ' But liow much reafbii

fdever they may often have for this, 1' think it is ufiially

their 'urihappinefs not tfd be tho't very fincerc in doing
^

it. I fhall therefore wh'oHy omit this Conimon cefeniony j _
becauft I would fain be thought quite in earneft in every

thing 1 fay lae'fore To grave and veheraTDle an auditory,

and Upon fo important aa pccafipn. '

. . It -gia-y not be,improper, in the firft place, to fpeak

of the fource and origin of civil poyyer : And then, of

the great end of government : Which two particulars

will be difpatclied in a few words. In the third

place, it will be ufeful to recolleft fome of thofe argu-

ments, by which thofe who are vcfted with authority,

'fhpuld be induced to exercife it with fidelity, fuitable to

the defign Ojf it. And To the fubjedi wiU be clofed with

Tome refleftions, chieflfy relative to this Anrtiverpiry, and

to. the prefent ftate of the. Province.

As to the fource and origin of civil power j the para- —

ble on which my difcourfe is grounded, fuggefts that it

.

is ultimately derived frpmGod, whofe " kingdom rul-

pth over all j" this being as truly a talent cpmjnittcd

by
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by Him to the fidelity of men, as any thing elfe can be.

In this light it is confidcred in the holy fcriptures.

It is not only agreable to the original fcheme and plati

of God's univcrfal government,, tjw^t civil rule ihould

take place among men, in fubo;[dination to His own
,;

but his providence is, aftually concerned in raifing thpjjj

perfons to poW;er and dominion,,wHp are poflefl^d, of i^

In the language of the Prophet^^ " Wifdoni and mighj:

*• are His. He'removeth kings, and fetteth up king!^

*• The moft High ruleth in the kingdpm.of men, and

*' gjveth it to whomfoever he will." The lapgiiage of

the apoilles is not lefs emphatical. They tell us^ that

•* there is no-power, but of God"j that " the powers

•* that W, are ordained of God"i and that " they arc

« God's Minifters. '
'

But then it is to be rcmemjjred» that this ppwer js -

derived from G^od, not immediately, but mediately, as

other talents and bleffings are. The- notions ,of , any par-

ticular form of gQvernment explicitly inftituted by God,

as deligned for a upiverfal mo4el ; pi the diviqe, ri^c

of monarchy, in contradiftindlion from all other fnodcs

;

, of the Hereditary, unalienable right of fmrceflibn ; of the

defpotic, unlimited power of kings, by th^ immediate

"grant-of Heaven ; and the like ; thefe notions are not

drawn from the holy fcriptures, but from a far left pure

and facred fountain. They are only the diviees of

-rlawned parafues, or other gracelcfs politicians, to ferve

the



the purpbfcs tjf ambitioH and. tyranny. And thb' they

are of late date, yet being traced up to their true original,

they virill' be found to come, by uninterrupted fucceffion,

from him who was a politician from the beginning;

God did indeed formerly take one natiqn under his

more immediate care and patronage, eftaBlifhing therein

a kind of civil polity. But with this, the other nations

of the world had no concern ; nor were they rec^uired to

imitate it. It might be added, that even this common-

wealth of Ifrael was not moulded and modeled wholly

by the immediate dictates of Heaven. Mofes^ who fome-

times confulted God in the Mount, at other times con-

fulted his father-in-law Jethro in Midian^ the prince and

priefl: of that country. By whofe "advice, tho' a mere

pagan, it was that the great Hebrew lawgiver, partly

framed his government. And it is to be obferved, thac

this government did not put on the regal form at all»

till after a long time ; and then, in exprcls contradiftion

to the counfel of the Prophet, God declaring that this

people rejeded Him, in requefting a king. To fay the

leaft,'monarchicalg6vernment has no better foundation

in th^ oracles of God, than any other. And after the

eftabliriimefnt of it amongft the Hebrews, the crown,

inftead of dcfcending uniformly to the elder branch of

the male line, was often beftoWed ort a younger ; fome-

times transferred to another family ; and fometimes even

into another tribe '. And this not without dhe divine

•approbation. . B ' All
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AtL the dififcrent conftitutions of government now in

the world,are •immediately rtie creatures of man's mak-

ing, not of God's. And indeed the veftiges of human

imperfcftion are fo manifeft in them, that it would be a

reproach to the all-wife God to attribute them direftly

to Him. And as they are the creatures of man's mak-

ing ; fofrbnii man, from common confent, it is that

lawful rulers immediately receive their power. This is

the channel in which it flows from God, the origina:!

fource of it. Nor are any pofTeiTed of a greatef por-

tion of it, than what is conveyed to them in this Way.

Or at leaft, if they have any npore, they have it only as

the thief or the robber has the fpoil, which' fraud or vio-

lence has put into hjs hands. . AgreahJy tcJ what is here

fald, concerning the medium or channel thro' which

power is derived from God, government is fppkejiof in

fcriptur?, as being both the ordinance of God, and the

ordinance of man : Of God, in reference to His j^rigioal

plan, and univerfal Providepcc ; and of man, a^ it it

more immediately the fefult of human prudence, wif-

dorn and concert.

\ In the SECOND place, we are juft to mention the great

end of government. And after the glory of God, which

we ufually eonfider as the end of all tjiiogs in general^

that can be no other than the good of man, the com-

mon benefit of fociety. This is equally evident whether

we confider it as a divine, or an human: inftitution.

0^. As
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As it is God's ordinance, it is defigned, for a bleffing

to the world. It is inftitured for the prefervatioa of

mens perfons, properties & various rights, againft fraud

and lawlefs violence ; and that, by means of it, we may

t)oth procure, and quietly 'enjoy, thofe numerous blefTings

and advantages, which are unattainable out of focicty,

and being unconnefted by thp bonds of it. 1 It is not

tronceiveable that the all-wife and good God, fhould or-

dain government amongft men, but with a view to its

being fubfervient to their happinefs, and well-being in

the world : tobe fure, not, that itjnight be fubfervienc

to a conti-ary one, their rnifery. We- cannot imagine it

poffible that He who is good unto all^ and whofe tender

mercies are over all his .works, fhould exalt a fewperfonsi

to power over the reft, to be their opprefTors;; or merely

for their own fakes, that they may araafs riche3',that they

may live ira eafe and fplendor, that they may rioton the

•produce of other's toil, and receive the homage of mil-

lions, without doing them any good. It were Wafphe-

mous to think that God has inftituted governrpent for

fuch a partial, : unjvorthy end. ,

So far 'dsf Gt)d irtterpofed in founding the common-

wealth of Tfrael,it was in favour to his chofen people that

he did it : not t^at they might be opptefled and enflaved

by their own.Riilers ; but that they might be delivered

froi^ .oppreflion and flavery and their talkmallers in

E^pt : And thar,beidg brought out of the hoilfe of Bon--

.

-i B 2 . dage,
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ciage,they might be condufted into a good Ifrjd, flpwing

iwith milk & honey \ that they might there poflefs pro-

perty, enjoy the blefljng of equal laws, and be happy.

Nor is the general defign of government at)d magifl;f4py

now, throughout the world, different, from what it was

among the Ifr^elites j viz. the happinefs of men. ' ^Ac-

cordingly the apoftle- tells us that the.ciJ^H magiftrate

*' is the minifter of (jrod to us for good j" a;)d from

hence argues the reafonablenefs of fubmitting to his^ au-

thority. And all the jnftruftiDns & admonitions which

God has given to ruWs in his ^ord, exactly qorrefpond.

to this declared end of their inftitutipn. The end of

government then, as it i^ a diviqe ordinance, muft be

;human felicity.

And if we confider it as it is more iminediatcly the

ordinancfi of man, the end muft evidently be the fame.

Jt iStiTig founded in, and fupported by, common confent,

it is impoflible the defign of it fhould be any other ;

fince we cannot fuppofe that men would voluntarily enter

into fociety, and fet up and maintain a common autho'-

rity, upon any other principles than thole of mul^al fe-,

purity, aqd common good. !^or is there any medium

betwixt fuch common coDfen| as is hpre iiitende^, jnd

plain l4\B^lefs force and violenqe,;. for \ybich Chriflianss

furely, ought nqt to.be advocates. Soinp,ft^t,es may h?ivp

owed their beginning, and more, th^r,pr<?^refs aqd en-

|4rgement, to the latter of tfcffe caufcs, . :B\*t th?fe-are

not
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riot to be drawn into exam file, or to have any regard

paid to them, when we are fpeaking of the end of gp-

vernment. We ought not to take our eftimate of the

defign hereof, from the views, of bandittij and rob^rs,

aflbciatcd to plunder and opprefe, others: (tho'even they

have a common interqft which jhey. profefs to regard,
^

and which keeps them togetberO But we are to fqrm

our idea of this end, by what reafon fug^fts muft be

the motive with reafonable and honeft men to unite to-

gether in the bonds of ibciety. And if we judge by this

"^ rule, the end of gbvprriincnt muft be jhe common good

' of all, and of every individual, fo far as is cbaiifteut

therewith. ..,.

We are therefore brought exaftly to the fame point.

at laftjwhether we confider goveTnment as it is originally

an appointment of
,
Heaven, or, more immediately, the

voluntary choice of men. The fccurity and happipefs

of all the members compofing the pplitical body, muft

be the defign and end thereof, qonfidered in both thefe

,
Rights. God is tgo good to ordain if for any f)ther fur-

pofcs ;; and men, at Icaft love themfelves too well, to

chufe it from atjy c^tljer principles : Unlefs, perhaps we

may fuppofe that a fa.cfber defigq of political union, is

the defence.,ap^ .patronage of other pcrfbns, out of the

.fociety ; -and the doing of gpodto all, as opportunity is,

in providence,; afforded for it. But jf this is really any

.end at all ; yet it being only a fecopdary and rernote one,

it might have been palTed over in filencc, - But
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Box tho' the grand end of government under alf its

difFereht forms, is one, the good of the poHtical body;

;

this general end admits; of various fubdivifions, and is

profecutcd in a variety of ways ; to fpeak of which is

•^ ^quite bey'onjd the dcfagrt of this difcowfe : and indeed that

'would, be to delivera fyftem of* politicks, rather than a

fermon. I (hall therefore only add under this head, that

[« the happincfs of: men in fociety depends greatly, upon

the goodnefs of their morals, and as morals have a dofe

conneftion with religion, the latter as well as the former,

ought doubtlefs to be encouraged by thp civil tin^giftrate. j

BOt only by his own pious life & good example ; but alio

by his laws, as far as is confiftent with the'natural,unalif -

.

nable rights of every man's confcienpcA Proteflion is,in

juftice, due to all perfons indiflferently, whbfe religion

does not manifeliiy, and very diredliy, tetid to the fub-

verBon of the government. And a general toleration,

with this fingle exception, is fo far from b6ihg pernicious

to fociety, that it greatly promotes the good of it in many

refpefts. Perfecution and intolerance, are not only un-

juft, and criminal in the fight of God ; but they alfo

cramp, enfcel31e, and diminifli; the ftate. And maay

ftates, in other' refpeds poMc enough, have hereby

greatly prejudiced themfelves, and ftrengthened their ri-

val neighbours. For v/hat elfe is it, to butcher multi-

tudes of their own people on rieligious accounts, as the^

have done ; and to "oblige others of them to betake them-

felves to flighr'i with their effedlis and arts, into foreiga

* ' countrie*3

V

(
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countries, where they may live fecurely ? So that fcttjngs

afide the great impiety and unrighteoufnefs of this prac^

ticc, the impolicy of it is a fufficient argument againftic.

Nor, indeed, can it be doubted' but that the iptereft of,

true religion, has been greatly prejudiced, by that noivSftk

whichhasXo generally prevailed inChriftendom from the

days ofConftaftfine } I mean, that kings could not be

nurfmg fatberst nor queens nurfing mothers^ to theChurch,

unlefs they fucklcd her with human blood, and fed her

with the flelh of ,thofe, whom angry Ecclefiafticks are

pleafed to ftigmatize with the names of heretic, fchiif-

matic and infidel, f

Thirdly : It is now time to mention fprae of thofe

arguments by which Rulers fhould be induced to.excr-.

cife their power with fidelity, fuitable to the great end»

and defign of it. It is ^fferied by 4 great man. of. the

laft age, ,

" that the pretended depth, and difficulty in

" matters of ,ftate, is a mere cheat." And " from the,

" -beginning of the world," fays he, " to tliis day, y6u.

V never found a common-wealth,where the leaders, hav-

,

^ -
,

" ing',

\
" Not only Germany, but all the Chriflian ftates, bled at the^

"wounds which they—received in—religidus Wars ; a rage which'
" is peculiar to Chriftians, who are ignorant of idolatry, and is the.
" unhappy confequence pf that dogmatical fpirit, which has fo '

" long been introduced into all parties. , There are fejv points of
" controverfy which have not been the occafion of a civil war

:

" and foreign, nations (perhaps our own pofterity) will one day be-
" unable to comprehend hew it was pollible, that our ~fore-fath<;.'g

•*' 'could kill one another, for fo many years together, and yet, at

«« the faiii& time, be prcachii3g,patience." .Volt. Age of I^. XIV»

0,



'F
, irig honcfty eridii|hi wanted ikill. tnough to \ts6 'Tier

" to her true interteft both at home ahd abroad." * It

belongs not to itiy fiihdtioH to deterrtijne hoW ht this

aflfertion wiH hold tr^ie^ But I inajr vehtiire to fSy.chat

if bottefty &.f»ubliiBk fpMt are all ibatt are wantingjthert

aJ-e not '»?antiitg argiiments enough,, founded in reaibHf

afid religion,td ehgageRulers to^ ftom thofc principlesi

* To a gencrqus tnin^, the public goo3, as it is the end

of government, lb it is alfo fuch a nojble and excellent

one, that the prof|)ei^ of attaining it will animat&the

purTuit,'aridl3eing attained, it will reward the pains. The

jy^ very name of patriqtifm is indeed become a jeft with

^ feme men j whidh^btild be m6ch ftranger than it is,had

'ft^/^ t not io miny otkers ihade a jeft of the thing, ferVing their

t-\\ clwn bafo4hd Wkkfed ends, undet the pretext and colour

of it. ' But there 'Will be hypocrites in politicks, as well

m in'religioii. Nor ought fd fatifed-'& name to fell into

«onteihpti however it may hive beenproftitutcd & pro-

' ^/ ftoed, to Varnifh over crimes. And thofe times ire pi-
^

L/ . rj/fftj indeed^- W-he're-in^f»^«//^« only /ffwrj^/ /te> ffte/«

filves; 'having no concern for the good of the public.

Shall we go to the pagans to learn this god-like virtue ?

Even they can teach it. And is there a Chriftian, who.iS

^required to love all men, add, ro do gopd to all, as he

riiay have opportunityfor it %. is there aGhrifl:ian,who ddes

not love even his breihren^ the members of the fame body

with

9v
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with himfdtf Is there aGhriftian, who is void of all

gertcrous folicitude for,his country's welfare ?
. Is therci

vrho has no defire to fee It in a profperous and fldurifhing

condition ? Who has no pleafure in aituaUy feeing it fo ?

Is there,- who has no grief, in beholding its calamities ?

no difpofition to feive it? Such a perfon, thcj' he were

of a private charadter, would be a-reproach not only to

his religion^ a religion of charity and beneficence,' but

even to our commdn n^tore^ as corrupt and depraved as

it is! But how much more jnf^mous were this, in per-

fons o^a public charaiSter ? in thofcj on whom the wel-

fare df thejr country, under; prav.idence,;imiri£diately

depends?

1 But it h not to t?e thouglit rnerely an office of genfi-'

rofny and charity, for Rulers to exert themfelves in' the

Tervice of the public, 'fhis is an indifpenfable qinj of

jufticc which Aey owe to it, by virtue of their ftation.

They have taken the care and guardianfliip thereof upon

themfelves : yea they are commonly laid under the fcH

lemn obligation of an oath, to ftudy and purfue its in-

tereft. And why are they honoured ? why, rewarded

'by the public, But'tb'at the public may; felceiVc benefit

from them ?^-iere, then, are tics, if pQffibIe,''more {Iron'g

"and facred than thofe of charity : ties, \vhich beiiig Vid-

lated, leave the violators of them, guilty of manifeft in-

juftjcei and great impief/.

C AN'OTHEa
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ANOT*tiER argument of fame we%ht, is, 'that people

are not ufuaUy either fo blind and infenfible as not to

know when' they are well govfcrhed j or fo ungrateful as

not to acl;:nawlcdge: it, and to requite their benefaiSors

fuitably to their merits. Somt men will, indeed be capi

tious, and Jind fault without reafon : But it is » mere

calumny to fepfefent themi of this turn and> temper in

generali All hiftory. fcarce affords an exampk of a peo*-

pie ruled ^ith prudence, juftice^ and due decency, but

what lov^d and honoured their Rulers' 5 but wh« loadlj'

proclaimed thfiir vertoes ; but what, in all prdper ways*,

requited their paternal care and goodnefs, While livings

and reverenced their memory, when dead. And: how

much more defireable is this, than for them to have their

ears filled with cries, complaints and murmurings ? How
much more eligible is it, to^ve&fteemed^and to have

their names tranfmitted with honour to pofterity, than

to be the objeds of public hatred, as being rather taflc-

maftcrs than fathers ; and tp leave no remembraqde be-

hind them, but of their felfiflinefs and injuftice v their

unfaichfulndsand cpprefllons 1

It were, moreover^ to be wifhed, thatRulers (efp^cialfy

^ Legiflators, whom I have all along chiefly in view) would
ferlouny confider bow much their own beloved pofterity

may be affeded by their counfeiTafid conduft. The
cfFea of public counfcls and refolutions, whether good or

bad, is not fo tranfient as they arethemfclves. Even re-

mote
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mote .gCrmsra'tioos oft^ijj^^cl th€;Confe<queiiq€ of them. By

^^fe and goodJ^ws, .ffid .3 proper cqnj4tjftin;0i;her re-,

fpeiS^j thp^ay,ernors;oLa,peoplej lay a (E©i|i^4ation, by

Qod's..ble^mgjfjfvot Riiiy fj^i^he welfare tQf the gieneration

grefenij, h^}, ^Ifp fqr j;b.^,pr,o,fpRrky ;of tJ^jafg; Wjho may ,

come a^^^r ^he% Jn^j,pg w.hiich, they, inie^d^ leave

tjiepofl: y^gjjle legacy tjo their own offspring; where-

ast, by a contrary conduit, they entail on,them only mi-

fery apd TiUio. This confideration will be of ^eat weight,

npt only with perfons of atruly patriot apd .publjic fpirit %)

but even with all fach as are r^t mtbo^ut n^ti^rel, aff-eSiion ;

with all, wrho wo.uid not have tjieir tnemory curfed after

they ^re gone, even by^ thofe whp flipuld rife vp,^Kd call

ihm bkjfed.

A FARTHER argument may be drawn from .this con-

fideration, that Rulers derive their power fromGod, and (g^

are ordained to be his minijkrsjor good. They are' not

only entriiifted by man with the care of the public; but

by God himfelf, the fupreme lawgiver, that they may be

che inftruments of his goodnefs and munificence. This •

do%ine, that rulers ara^od's minifterSj and cloathed.

with authority delegated irpm Hjm, ha^ far too often

been.ma^e ufe of as atopic ofcomplimem and adulation,

Lo order to footh£hem,and puff^hem^up \vith vain imar

ginations. And fo fuccefsful have the fervile adorers of

Priaces iometimes been, in the management of it, as to

liaise them conceit themfelves-almoft literally Gods, and

C 2 to
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to think their fubjecSls fcarce better than brutes, :macle

only for their ftrvice. Thatthfe title intended, d^hotei

tbieir dignity, aM the honour iwhich they may juftlycx-

pe£b, HO one cart queftiort. Biit the grand inference they

themfelvesough't to draw from hence, is, thSt they fhould

itnitate the juftic^s ahd unwe^ncd^pdne§ of that* God,

whofe minifters they are ; and exercife the •power with

which His providence has cloached them, to that graci-

ous end, for > which it is given. • Wheii they profecute

the true intereifts of the public; aWd diffufe happinefs a-

round them, then, and only then, tliey aft up to their

honourable 'charafter. They then anfwer the noble pur-

pofes for which 'Heaven, exalted them ; and are fecond-

ing the benevolent defigns of providence, he'in^workers

together with God. ,And wh^tcan more animate a con-

flderate, maq to fidelity in hjs truft, than this reflc^^ion,

That while he is th^is ferving his generation, he is doing

\t accor^mg. totke W^l of .God
f:-

that he therein concurs

w^h th,e dpfi^ns .of thegreaieft an(d beft of Beings, the

Creator and Lord of all, who is good unto ail? It is an

honeft joy, a pleafurc truly c3i^^, , th^tmuft refult from

"fuch confcious intearity,. , W*
' > '> ' =>•/,. I . . ^
Christian -Rulers. fhould, moreover, always have in

view the.example of our blefled Lord and Redccirier, to

whom allpower in Heavm and in eltrib is given. Ail his

Jaws are calculated for the%66d of his fubjedlsi and he

govqrns thejB, in order to render them happy. ' He was

thiQ



An'.EhBion-S&mn: 17

the king fbreroldf whd" vf&s~tQ'*'^'tei!^^ittrigbteouf-

itefs" After Him fhouJd'aU the^princes and rulers of the

isarth. copy. And if they did fo, the great objefl: aha

end of their government, would be to blcfs mankind. - -

But the irgument luggefted; in.. my text^r is of the

greateft,weight and foletppity of any that can b? tho'p

of,; viz. the account which all men are to give of their (

conduft hereafter.to^he judge of q^i^ and dead, i, Th^t

fanie Lord, who has given to one of .his .fervantS; five \

talents, to anothei: two, and. to another ooe.will come at I

the appointed tirpetojeckon with.thep ; aiid to rendesE

to every man according to his deeds. Nor are there any

perfpns^who have mofe reafon to aim at approving tbemr

felves to Him, th^n ciyil, Rqlers, injjio have fo great a

charge. It i^ an cp:abUf]ied rnajcin^ of God's equal gq-

vcrqment, that "upto whomfoever much iS given, of

** him^fhall much be' required." ^or does He, at whpfe

tribunal they are jcq appear, regard the perfons of princes

any more thap of their (laves.
' They are all equally Hi§

fervants.' Happy ' thrice happy ! thofe who fhall then

be found faithful ; fpajkn fliall they' enter into thejoy

of'tikr Lord. Not fo, tlie flothful apd wicked, fervant,

who has either nbgle^jed, or wilflilly mifappljed, the

talents committed to him! Innumerable, alas ! innq-

tnerablfe afe the mifejries, and calamities which have "ac-

crued, apd are daily accruing, to mankind, fronv the

abufe of th^t very powei", whiqh'was defi^ned to prevent

then),



ti^^, s|fvi to ,l?e i^fljrivp€ii.taji ^f-gpod fj? fU tl^ are unr

-TR^Ek* TurelyJ'even'rfie aioft dignfficd arid ^oivcfful.

feF thefti, Ihbuf^not be'fo elevk^id With the thoughts of

theii' power, dsrto^ forget from w'homit comes j fbr'what

purf)ofeis?-it is' ddegated to them ; ^hofe impartial tft: it

is¥hat fur'vfeysaH'thdrcourlfels/defigns andadrions rand

who it isithat WilJ, dne day*,' «(xaift an accouiit of their

flewardfliip. \ Ifo'iily i\\e! hand upon the wall, caufeid tki

had^ty 'Ba^yidman's knees to fmiite one againft aHOther

;

vihafamazement will feize the proud oppreflors of the

earth, when they diall behold the '^ fon 6f man coming

*' in the clou^s^'of^eavehi wfth'all the holy angeli^With

" Him"! tte'apocajypfe of St. Jo^n ihfdrtn|'us how

different fentimehts /^tf i^z»^j 'fff'ibe earth, and the great

men, afid the, (bief captains, and tfi mighty men, fliall then

ehtert^ia of themfelv^s, fro^ thpfc which they are too

apt tp entertain at prefent. You ^will t)^en fee many of

t'hbfe who made the world^lroptjle and iiobp before

them, m vam attenipting to hi^e them/elves in the, dens

and in the rocks of the mountains
I

But -

It now remains to make-feme refle(flions opbn this

fiibjeft, and tfK apply it to the prefent occafiori.

N .

AnJ3



And "Wje are rcmindfti* by the ^tqcee^ng^ifce6i-fc,
^

how greac a bleilH}gKigd@d'goVeii|imeHCl$^ ^^fiac

gratitude Becomes thofe wl«Mn G<sd, irt Ms ^tl^im^i

iiav^Oufs with ic. ,: Inebii'rideratd men! ar&tot^a^riii>' think

SOyet-Qtnent rather a bilDden^ than af>bkffit%} rather; as

what feme pcrfons have ittvptttcd'fordwjy own piltiSQlsfaf

advantage, thiaa vths^Gnd- bas« inftrbofiedi^'cbegcioli df

all. This is,, uiader Him, the ^ac ^t^ an^' feetifi#j^

of mens propcrtyvipeacel,iEbrligio»,'!KvfeS^^'3 of efery thing

here, Iw' which' it is Word* wrhMtf tb livKv And.lhis^ i& a

bkffing which Bpttillirfubje)^ <*n]oy,"ki'a&'bfgH'a'dtgfe^

perhaj^ a» any otWr pedple;^ 1-ii is theii' feHeity to be

geyerned by fucb raeiiy ^d by fodh \m^ s(s'thewfelves

a,^rp.ve; wilhoq,e!whiab their boafteid libBH^ wott'dj

imdeed, be but an cmptty name. The form of Our go-

vfjrflmeHt is juftly the eiisiy of moft otheit nations ; efpe-

ciaily of thofe whieh have either no.'pari«amenEs at all. Or

fuch as may be bsnilhed at jEbe WoiFd' and pfcafu»-e of a

tyrant; whjch comes mtieh- to ihefara© thing. We have

alfojfor fcveral late reiges, been bldftd wit^ Princes too

JAift&gogd tp-enci'Qachl'fifontbe rigjbisiof Iheir fubjefts,

« and too wife to, think that Britons ciai^eRi^iie. a chains

Happy had ii beea for fome former Mrtfesv as well a»-^

for their people, had they been ewdow-ed -with the fame

ijiodcration, j^ftice-aii?dt:W»f<idinr5-**- ;<IJ% ' '*"

'
PeriSOjjs



j«,jJ*£rS6ns 0f'a-priyateclia'r^teare,tnore6yer,(adftid-

ftifhed of thejreycreftee atid fubmiffioiiiviwhich they ovye'

togoVernmenti&sJt'ia; God's'ordlnance J and as Rulers*

decivje ;their.power: fcom him. OiiWiere this nofflore-tltatt

an human iniftitfltidnj yet!itwDuldi in the naitute of the.

thing, demand grciatrefpeft j thai: facing hecefl&ry- evea

tp thfi,prefervatib^:of:it in tHe;worl4 and fo, to peoples

re^pwg thofepBOieroos advantages which; accrufc froto

it. " Put whe.O we irj^eftj that; this is an appointment of

Hcjayen, it fijgge^fts'that we lhould;b'e fubjed even "for

confcience faHe*" and that we. cannot behave undutifijlly

towards our Rulers, without alfo rebeUdng againft God.

Nor is it eafy sq jiterftion any duty which the gofpel> in-

culcates upoo;the;.ct)nfciences of men, with gieatcr fo-

.
lei|inity,than that of |jaying due honourtoKings,aitd all

that are in authority. However, it is aot to be forgotten,'

5 thafJi$ in dlfreeiconftitutfiohsjtrf governmcntjlaw.and not

willj is the meafure of the executive Magiftrate's pbwer

;

I
fc it; is the. jneaiire : sof" the fubjejS:'^S obedience and fub-

miflion. The confeq-uenrce of whichj I Ihall at prefent

leave others :|o:draw ; .only obferving, that it. is very

fti^nge we ihojuldjbetold, at this time of day, that loy-

«lcy;and,navery>mean the ftme thing ; thb' this ii plainly

the, amount, (pf tha^ijdiiJ^rinewhich fome, even ndwy haVe

the forehead to vehtikcc,<.ih order to bririg^k^f^prdkeh

«pon the Revoktm, upon the prefent happy fectlement

of

!!



of the croy?rtj arid to prepare us for the dutiful' reception

bfinBehditaryTyrakt. ^
.

'"

It is -tnoreover fuggcfted by >yhat has been faid upon

this fubiedjhow much care and integrity fhould be exer- i

. ; .
... .-',

. . .: " *. !:' ":•. '.
; \ li

cis'd in the choice of thofe, who are to have a fhare in
'-' ... ^ - -.

. .
:.,. ( . . U-. ' :: •/

government; that they^may not be unworthy of it. If ic

ever happens in countries .of liberty, that the conduit of

.public aj^rsfallsinto the hands ofweak or difhoncft rnen^'

the people will iicarce be^lie- lefs miferable, b,ecaure they

jhad the choice of thefe n^n themfcJves ; tho' they will

be the lefs to be,pitied. People have, in fome countries,

been fo regardlefs of their own welfare, as to
j
give too

-iBUch encouragement to defigning men,who would prac-

•jife upon them i yea, as tp make an infamous Jncrchan-

dizje of their hands and voices to the higheft bidder,

without^ny confideration of merit, of capacity or incli-

nation to ferve the public. It is not eafy to determine,

who are thci^oft criminal, they who would make their

way to pjaces of power and truft, by indired: means, or.

they who have fo Httle.concern for the welfare df their

country, 4$. tp hearken to them, and to.become the tools

of their antbition and covetoufncfs. , And how faithfully

they are likely to ferve their country, who fet out with

corrupting it ; they who afpire to a part in the govern-

|i)^nt,.,by bribing the avaricious, by flattering the foplifh,

-and n^aking fine promifes to the credujous -, is not hard

to cpnjedture.

D . Sir
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('•' SvvL ^bomas More tells us, in his model pf acommon-

wealth, that the wife and virtuous Utopians, " take an

** oath, before they proceed to an eledion, that they

" will chafe him whpm they think meeteft for the

*' office:" and that, " if a man afpires to an office, he

*' is fure never to compafs it." Some will perhaps think

it a pity, that it is only an' Ulopia, an imaginafy region,

where fiich maxims are faid to prevail. People being

under no undue influence, would doubtlefs make a better

choice than they often do, in thofe places, where impor-

tunity fupplies the want of wifdom in the candidate j and

the fpirit of corruption, the fpirit of patriodfrti. As to

men of real wbrthi it is a pity they fhould be put upon

violating their natural modeftyiby proclaiming their own
^

fuperiour qualifications for ferving the publick ; and by

folliciting an acknowledgment hereof. It is ftjll harder,

that thofe who are moil capable of fer\>ing their country,

Jhould be obliged to reward others for the liberty of do-

ing it. Such men fhould furely be made choice of, freely

and voluntarily, without- being forced, as it were, either

to beg or to buy, a confeffion of their great merit ; ef-

pe<;ially becaufe, in this cafcjlome peopfe of a jealou?

temperi may be apt to fafpeft, that they have fomething

elfe more at heart, than the good of their country. ,

Indeed the experience of all ages has proved, that men

of the greateft merit, do the moft difdain thofe arts and

pfaftices, of which others fcirve themfelyes with the un-

wary ;
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waiy J aadthatithofe who arethemoft addided to thetri,

aire tommohly thbleaft ficfco, be iflifted, either in rdfetft

of eapaclty.or intcgtity, or both.' . . :.

God forbid, that ev'ei: fu'ch' thin'g^ ffcould become

Faftiionable'ahd reputable amongft us j
' or that any" Son

of New-'M^iah&t fli'ould prove fbbli a profane Efaji^ ds to

fell' 'his birthright! Our anceftbrs,'tho' not perfed and

infallible in all 'rtfpefts, -vfere a religious, brave and ver-

tubus fer'^Wn, whofe love of liberty, civiland religi-

ous,' brought them from their native land, into the Ame-

rican defertS'. By their generous care, it Is, .under the

fmiles of a gracicftis providence, that w.e have now here

a goodly befitagp } and fee ihefe once defart and folitary

plaqfs rejg^fing and blofibmirtg as the rpfe, the glory of

Lebanon being glVen unto thfem, the ejccellenfy oi^armSj

j»ndpf ^k^reti.; By the wifdom & piety,of our forefathers

it is, under that God who hath determined the bounds'of

alj rncn? habitation, that we heie enjoy many invaluable

privileges ; of which this day, amongft other things,. is a

proof& monumcnr.Tho' we are not an independant ftate,

yetj Heaven be thanked ! -we are a free people. However

ail know, thai it is not from our privileges and libertiesj

fimply confidercd, but from the life we make of thenij

"that our felicity is to be expefted. And they are fo

great and ample, that the right improvement of them,

"cannot but make us happy, provided we have the vertue

and honour to make fuch a one of them. Nof qan I

"
• D 2 think
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think w6 are fo; far -degenerated frdnifthellwidiblefpr*

rit^tDor AiiceftoHj; as ;t»'defpiffcandilahiifB what tbey

procured for us at fo deir a rate. I am. notvwiiiing to

believe, we are running fp faft into the -evil iM-afticcsand

cuftoms of other places; prfp, fond ,Qf itjiijt'atmg; the

fa,fhionable follies and vices of any, even of tfiofe whom

decency may perhaps, reqjuire us to ^allottr bettersf as

fome would infinuatc that we are jX 3;Pd. from hence

prognofticate our deftrudipn.. No r I will upt beliasrc

but thaj; we fear Gpd, reverence the niempxypf our fore-

fathers, love Pur cpuntry and purfcl yes, more than tp do

thus •, ,and that Gpd willftiU give, us, .tp fee the gppd (^

bis ehofep, ( . ."
-fir.. • '::,'.i V3r,

But^l&ng cuftpiri requires that, upon' this loccafioni

J appfy myfelf imbre partitutarly toour-'hoflplil'lfdRiJlefs'^

or,-at leaft.'curiom will fcriSne-me froth the imputftti0ft

of prefHfnptioh in sabfi% it. Tp yoiJ,-thcrefore-, the Le-

^illatof-sahd political Fathers pf the 'Coiuntry, I woM^

vow,'^\iH jkliprpper hu&iiUty and d^^^i'sact, diieft itif

I woujd hot, much honpured Fathets, wrillmgly g5

beypjid my line'in any refpeft. But furely I ihpuld fpr-^

get the prpper dutv of my ftation. if.I did ,npt embrace

the opportunity which this day affords me, tp befeech/

you, as,.yqu fear God, wHpfe minifters you are i as ypu

Iqvc tl^e pountry, .whofe vyelfare depends Uj)on you j, as



lyoa regard that good ji&f^etyi}Bii:h,iyi& precious eintmeu^

and raiber toi betb/ifett ,tk«n Igreai ricbei j'as you lvay?i?J?y

coUGern for pofterity, even your own ; as you woqld etv

joy the blefled-peace pf a goodieoaCqipnce, in jy|f(5.jm4

death } and, in fine, asyou wouldibq found of our.^om-

mon judge in peace, 'xh the day of his aftpCArinjJ i; if I

•did not befeech and exhort youj by all chefc ijiotiyes, to

-befeithfui in thedifch^rgebf thattruftiwbicb isd§ySo}ved

upon you by.Qod and man ; to.lct no ,nn'WOr£hjj|yiews

influence your c&nd\iSt ; but in all things to ©onfult and

-profecute the public good. You ate very fenfibte*JJ^/

Fathers, that:ih»iis your indifpeolaiak duty. Your Qod»

your king, your^ountry,. all expcd this of you. Mor
could yoQ anfwer it-ioeither of Jthem ; nCi, isiot ievtai to

iyourfeiv^, ..Ihoiil^fyou neglenEl it.u kis, I truft; fe»d^

fcnfe of duty to Gody in nrhofe name I am now cailed to

.foeak, and frpni, ai),^«5i:iQna!:p concern for the welfare

,of jny dear, native j^puntry^ npt froiii a vain afFcftation

of p^ting on the itnotfitor towards my fuperiours, that I

ufe.this freedom of fpe.echj, andfuch importunity. , And

ifjt ferves, in any nieafure, by the bleffing of God, to

-awaken your zeal for His honour, and for the profperit/

of.this people, the iptent of it is anfwered. ,^,

.

' TiTERE asbUtJittteprobabHljgr^.^iai: thofe wjifl.fear

iJot'God:^ wiilanudKjtgard man i or that they whohave

riot an habitual feitfebf His auijhority over themfplves,

-wiil cxercife that which he. has giivso them over others.
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^ thisy bUgk' t^ ^.' 'ifle pleafedi ithcrpfore, always to

Ijiear iiif mind that^glorjoiis 3eing, ijiBbdis ever with ybuj:

who l^iakdall worMff into ^xiftenc^^iiWhofc power fuf..

tuns'^and cgover-tis'^alt thipg»j in whole prefence no

ferafjfc is limv^iibd i atJwhofe frqwn, apoftate fpirits trent-

Sbfe J- before >yhotn :alk-*' |he inhabitants' of the earth are

'-» feputed -a&1ftothii)g :" whofci'/ eyes ever viewi and

^*» wtiofe -tiyelidwtry the children c^ men ': That righie-

.•!?-.oi|^ Lordi'wteoi Icweth; righteoufhefsL ;" and; un4cr

:wh<jfeiidmifli%aiJCftiIy.aE rewn Ihall at laft.find their ao-

Ifbunt; in an «prigh« cxjndud, an4:in Mhat alone. j.W;hJk

tyOB>have a jvft fenfe- of thefe.things iupon your minds,

you will (purfiie no upworthy ends :, you will have. the

ci^itereft of riic public at heart : yoai will be inquifitive

'aboi«!thc'beft.meafuresof promotlng'it 5 and "attend

."'c^htinually upon this very thing.". - :

"^it isan impbrtihfbranch of the legiflature for the

eiiluijig year, that' is 'this day to be chbfen ; a branch

^of great hbhoiir, weight and inftiieiit'd in the goverriinent.

lEi^fides the khb^ii' p^art whichr thr-geHtlemen of that ho-

nduraljle boardi will haveto adt in ^ legiflative capacity

;

they- will liave another," which aeriiarids, at l6aft, eqifidl

wifdom, equal uprightnefsi' eiqu'aY fortitude i- thiJt 'bf

If ifreelygivihg advice,: at all timssi. to the Governoti for

-•" «be!gb^ iftianagetrKnt of the public affairs pf thego-

."'vernment;"'accordingto the form of their oath. The

•^vS'Wtd does not abound, with perforis, in whom all thgfe

qualities



qualities cortcurv which' render tl^m'fit fjt^ Advifers;?iw|

counqcUors, even in piatters of far, lefs moment. Btit

fuperiour wifdbm and' difcretion',,g,:good, .knowledge of,

. the nature of governnient inj general } of, the Britifh |a

particular -, of pur; charter Tighisi andthis'prpyindal

conilitution } a thorough acquaintance yiith tji^cij-qp^li^

ft^nccs of the provincej and -with its, true mterefts j a

generous& public fpirit ; great hpnefty and intrepidity,

fudh as will not waver with every galie ofpopular breathy

or any other breatif > thefe furely are the qualities, whidi

are naturaljy expefted to be fqundjin all who have a feat at

that refpeftable board. Should there be ever feen hereafter,

(a fuppofition whjch I do not make without great reluc-

tance; but fliould there ever be feen hereafter^at the coiiQ-

cil board, a perfon of a low cd:pacity, of little knowledge

aridtiifcretion ; one, alnioft ignorant of the liws, govern-

ment, and circumftances, even of his own country i one,

of a.narrow, felfifh, avaricious turn ; one, oflittle ihteg-

rity and little fortitude •, one, afraid to difclofe his inind,

when, advice is to be given " freely for the good ma-

•^ nagement of the public affairs " fhould fuch a one

be ever feen hereafter at that board ; this^ furely would

not feem very agreable to its known Hyle and charaftei:

oibonourable. And all who are concerned in the ap-

.proaching eledion, will regard thofe qualities which tend

to fupp€>rt and juftifyi that title 5 exercifing a care pro-

portionate t:o the importance and digmty of fuch a trufl:
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I nwan they will' tlO' fo; provitkd thfey are aftiiated in

fiih aflFair, Isf^- fiich" principles as bteCttme men and

Chriftiani ; the jpifinciples of fidelity to God^ and love

ib the country. ' Tilld^ng it for granted thefefoPCi that

thcfe are the priridpks Which will go*efn in the enfiiihg

Choide, in oppofitioih' to thofe 6f pattyi perfonal friciid-

fiiip« and pcrfbiial enmities ; and to all private inicreft i

taking this for granted, I fey, 1 would now beg leave,

honoured Fathers, to mention fomc other things that

taay poffibly deferveconfideration} tho' with great fiab-

miifioh and deitfrehce^kiKMring that to prefcribe, is not

my province. iP*- >

'

It may be worth confiderin^, whethei: we haVe not

fomc laws in force, hardly reconcijeable with that reli-

gious liberty which we profeis i and which the Royal

charter exprefly requires fhould be preferved inviolate.

A neighbouring colony, we know, has. lately been repri-

manded on account.qf feme laws of a perfeciiting afpedt.

And whether fome of our own, arc of a genius andcom-

plexion fufEciently gljhorrent from til? fame 'fpii-it.is not,

perhaps^ unwort% the confideration of the legillaturc.

The ftate of our College can neither be forgdttoii,

nor enough lamented, by thofc who wifti to fee Icairiifig

dtily honoured, and in a iflourifliing condition. Indee^

if literature and the mufes Chiefly haunted where poverty

rcfides—^^But this a thfread'bare topic— Long live the

names



names of our ventrablb fore-fathers, who di4 fp much

for the profnotion of libsral fcience, in the infant ftate oF

the country ! Long, the names of all the generous, be-*

nefadiOrs to ehis feminary of leai^ning I Long, the names

iiOif HARVAIfDjSTQUGHTON, HOLLIS, BeRKELEV !

The want of fome a6t effe(5tuall)^ to fettle claims and

<5[iiiet fioffiffldhs, e(p6cislly ih tlife frontier's of thfe fro-

i^'hce,' 5s itiuch cotiiplaioed of by mrfny : not merely/di

<*hat retftJets private property coo pfecsrious j bat alfo as

• 'i^har i& ^^tidiejal to the publick, in more refp^s tha*

Stife. /• •'-

There is iucb a fpirit in fojine refpefts, now appear-

ing, and growing, amongfl: us^ as being duly encouraged

by the legiflature, cannot, with .the ordinary bleffing of

providence, but be of happy confequence, We are

grown pretty fenfi,ble of the importance of improving

our l^nds, better than formerly i thatfo we may not be

beholden fpr our daily bread, unlefs it is to Him, to

whom we pray for it, It is not improbable, from the

fate experiments of fon?e public fpiritcd Gentlemen, that

" we might have, a valuable ftaple, by means of that frurt

which delights fo much in our foil \ as well as greatly

lefferi the importation Of foreign liquors., Somethiiig

C0i¥fiderabl6 has, of laie,been dome towards the eftiiblifli-

Irig of ufefisl manilifadlures among us : none of which,

it is to be hoped;, will faW thro' and mifcarry, for wane

E of
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of proper enGoUragement from the government, Xb*

fifhcry now of late projefteij, and carried on, from this

Capita], cannot fail to be of great Advantage to it, in the

low and declining ftatc of its commerce •, and, indeed*

to the whole province } at kafl: as long as the mortifying

religion qf lent, is upheld in foreign countries.—

To thefe Things,which have a favourable afpeft, may

be added the zeal Ihowa' by many for the introduftion

of foreigri ProteftantSi It is large importations of , this

fort, not of other European commodities, that ba& made

.

one of oidr Britifh provinces rich and populous, in the

courfe of a few years ; fo that, of an inconilderable lec-

tlement, it how vies with the gi"cateft and molt opulent.

And that which may, perhaps, render it the more expe-

dient thus to ihCreafe our numbers, is the probafiility that

we fhall, before long, have other employment than agri^

culture,' and the bki3ed arts of" peace, foir many of our

own people : I mean, in curbing and chaftizrng; the in-

folence of our neighbours on the Contiiient ; neighbours,

(i^hofe pierfldy renders them a hiore formidable enemy

even in peace, than either their number or bravery in
_

war. '

-It is not a little furpri^ing to many perfons absoad, •

that this government has been at no greater' expence,

and taken no more painsj tp civilize the natives of the

cotintry j and to propagate amongfl^ them the glorious

.Gofpd
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Gbfpel of our Redeemer: Efpecially confidering one

proreffed defign of our fore-fathers in coming hither, 6ur
own high pretenfions toi religion, and otir own intereft.

Indeed .there is fome reafbn to fear, that even the dona-

tions ofperfons abroad, and entrufted with Others here,

in America,' for carrying on fo pious and good a defign,

have not always been applied .with that care, impar-
tiality and faithfulnefs, .which might have bee^ juftly

pxpcifted. But this not being a matter wherein the go- '

vernment is immediately^ concerned, I Ihall lay no more

of it
: and fome will, perhaps, think that even this is '

too much. •
I , ,

''

It is to be 'h6ped.thatYou, our honoured Rulers, will

not negledt any means thkt areproper to be ufed by the

government, to humanize and chriftianize thefe pooi»

Salvages. Charity requires this, and' re'quires it ihp

more, beGaufe they will, pthe'rwife^ be in great danger

of apoftatizing from their natural paganifm and barbari-

ty, into that which is Worfe, the religion of Rome j a

religion^ calculated rather to'make nr^en wicked, than to

keep them from being fo, .or to reform them after they

are become fp; We know the great pains, and various

arti^ces, that are ufed bytheRomiftj rniffiohares, tocon-

yert.thciji_ to this wickijd religion. Nor can One w^ll

help calling to mmd here, the words of our bleffed Savi-

our ;
" Woe unto you ;— for ye dompafs fea and land

•' to make one profelyte ; and when he is made, ye

*' make liim two-fold more the child of hell,"* &c,
'

E 2 But,
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: BuTv as 5vas intimated beforei'were compaflion'tp the

fouls of theit; rijiferable pagans wholly out gf the cafe,

even policy requires us to bring them, i£ poffible, to

embrace the protcftant faith. This would be one great

'
pieansi amongft others not fo prqper to be .mentioned in

this place, pf attaching them to the Britifh i«tcreft :

Whpreas.they will, otherwife, probably be our eiieniies.

j^nd what'foft of enemies we are to expedl in them> i>

BQ^iard matter to CGnje6ture,fincc the great duties which

the miffiofiaries of Rome incqlcate upon their favage

converts, are^thofe of butphering and fcalpingProteftans

:

Generops enemies, doubtleTs, when their 'native ferocity

is whette^atid itPproved by a religion, th^t p^furflly

delights in blood and murder !

.

, ,,.

That which feems, at prefcnt, chiefly tb'erigage the

Attention of the public, is the Britifli fettlemeritV on the

Continent being now, in a manper, encompafRd by the

French. ' And this is 'a matter of much more ferious

importance than it would be, were it not for the nume-

rons tribes of warlike natives on our back ; who, it is to

be feared, are more generally difpofed to fall in with that

jntereft, than with ours. The principal reafdn of which

is, doubtlefs, this'-. That our politic neighbours take

much more pains to gain fheb oVer, than oiit' ctilofties

have hitherto done. Nor can it be thought a thing of

kfs ipniportance for us, b^ all means that are'I^wful and

practicable*



praftieabfle, t^ fecure the fttKidftftpof rfte one, tbinit is

to put a ftoptothcejicxiQachipenlspf j^eotljer, la^ffid*

.whoeyef has thefriendlhipof taoft* or all, (of {fceft-os-

fives, may probably, iw time, bccomf:miM^ of tWs^m
^f.the ^BCttienr. Wbie^ber we, or they.who arp uqw

Biflking fuch a cefolute pufti for ir, Hfi»y«^ jci^ws ^
*

The warlike preparations that ar6 made and making,

in our fouthern colonies, prove that they ar&not unap-

prehenfive of what may be the confequence of thofc quick

'advances & gigantic ftrfcfes,which thcFrench arfi making

towards us ;. the confequence of the ftrift aHiances thi^

are forming with thofe Indians who are already our'ene-

'mics; of their endeavours to fecure fuch as are yec

neuters ; and of their practices, and many artifices, to

corrupt thofe who are in amity with us. We, furely,

* Who

* ^ry. Whether, if the Societyfor propagating-the Gofpel in /aragn
Parti, was well acquainted with th& ftate of religion in thefe parts

oif Jmriea^::Spra.\ismfn of fo grieat piety, icjimty, kvi Jayalty,

.would nqt rather fei^d Miiiionaries among theSajvag^s ; (by which
they might, at once, both enlarge the Kfligdom of ChrJft; iai in-

creafe the nuqil>^r pf his Majejty's friends and fubjeds] than con-

tinue to fupport mifTions iere ; where the people are already

. chriflianizfii j an^ ?)&> WfU at^, ^o, ^^iijt^i/i their C(wn Cliergy ?

""

_
Some have fuggefted, that tlie Gentlemen of the worthy and no-

-t nourkhle Society ntenticuied,'ar& not unacquainted with thefe cir-

cutniiancesi. But j$ not this fuppofition very injurious ? For if

that is really the cafe, we iriuft nec'effarily conclude they wretchedly

perver^ the defi^w fif ^e Charities Jf«wft?4 ^'i^^ theip j , 3n4, tbft

"their great aim in fiipportin'g thefe mlffioiisi' Is hot the ^ohr'erting

of ftsafhw? tp Chrifli^nity ; bpt thfi^cq^vj^tifjg of ^|i^a"? pf

et&er frofeftant denaminalions, to the faith of the church ofEngland :

^n imfMit^tioa, fo j;n«concilfable with their known probitj'^'haiUiIir

and catholicifm, that it can never be believed ; and which mult
'
" certainly bring ihame upoQ the authors of it, in the end {
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whahave always diftihgaifhed biirfdVdsby a jealoOfy of

'iiefrighfs J by^itkir loyalty ; and oup. zeal for the com*

inofi imereft of^bisMa^efty's dominions on the Continerit^

We, fiir^y, Q»all not be inattentive to thefe commotionsi

xM ihaftive when the general good, yea,the very beirig;

of all thcfe colonies is tbrcatned. Shall not be inatteiit-

«

tive and inaflive, diid 1 fay ? We are not, we cannot be.

We fee from the late condu^ of our neighbours, from

their recent encroachments, and unprovoked hoftilities,

{unlefs to breath ony our own territories be a provocation;

to fuch men) we fee from thefe things, in >yhat manner

all controverfies about bounds & limits, are to be fettled »

how very amicably ! Punic faith ! unlefs perhaps, Galli^

is become fufficicntly proverbial. No bne that is not

anabfolute ftranger to their ambition, to their policy,

to their injuftice, to their pcrfidioufnefs, can be m any

doubt what they afpire at. .

An,d, indeed, the progrefs they have made in a flrort

time, might feem ftrange, were it not for their union

arhongft themfelves, and for the nature of their govern-

ment. The flavcsare content to ftarve at home, inor-

der to injure free-men abroad, and to extend their terri-

tories by violence gnd ufurpation. Their late condudb

may well alarfp u^j efpeeially confidfering our difunion,

or at leaft want of a fufficient bond of union, amongft

ourfelves : An inconvenience, which, it is to be hoped,

. ..:; .;.,iii,r'l'. '

, ,
"we



^e fhall not always i lab^up un4ep. : Atd whenever all. t

our fcattered rays fhall be 4rawn to a point and prdpcr =

'

focus, they can fcarcc fail, to confume and, burn upthcfc

enemies of our peace, Jiow faintly foever they may'ftrike

a,t pi;efent. What union can do,' we need only look

towards thofe. Provinces, which are diftinguilhed bytthc'. ,(

'

jiame of the uNiTED,to know. Bui in. the mean timeicach;

government that confiders its own true intCreft, wiU- un-
,

doubtly concur in fuch jneafures as are neceilary and

prafticable, for the common fafety,

GtfR prefent fitliation, my.Fathers, calls to mind that

6f the tribes of ^«f/, furrbunded arid harafled by their

comnrion enemies, at a tinie when they were under no

corijmon direftion. Then it was that " Jadah faid linto-

" 5mfi9» his brother, cpme up with* me into my Idt,

** that we may .fight againft the Ganaanites ; and I alfo
^

** will go up with thee into thy lot ; fo 5i«»fo» went

' with him." Tho* peace is very -defireable^, upon juft

and honourable terms, yet we know very well, that God's

ancient people were not wont to be frighted out of their

pofTeiSpns ; nor patiently to endure the incurfions

and ravages of their neighiSours. And lam fure there

i^ not a true New-Englarid-Man, whofe heart is not al-

ready erigafged iri this conteft ; and whofe purfe, and lis-

arm alfo, if need be, is not ready to be' employed in it 5

in a caufe,fo juft in the fight ofGod and man j a caufe,.

ib



our ltb?i^es, taipijeK^tii^'OuMweS, olir bedids^o^f f6ufei>

arfrsMffo neatrlj^-cfflnwrnistfi We: havej^ rodeedjof Jat^

doiieifometMng tofectird iMtfeive^,,aBd arc dding moi'e.K

Weh^e/>«?«'«r hmd.t-d.tkefksglr'f ^nd he tliM #<?#

&f*, is fiji la* fibinbeihgtWorthy fhepiivJl%^ 5f *

«/?«»»• «5f Hmfen(i : tfeiat& i« not \?ofeby to etijoy ^tltf!

xiS^t^Q^^Englipmiin.- • ::,;
:

" 'wt are mbralfy lurfi from the u^swhicli our helgti-

fcours are taking, that there muiti ifobncf oKfSter, bV

foiTif great twrn' pT,, affiwrss upon this Continent, which

will-put' it out .of' our power, ^r out of theirs, to difputjev

^ut boun^ar^es-j We hav& liejjrd, their threats^ and,

mfolent menaces j -wehave fee^ their rnor& ittfol^itbe-

ha^our.- ~Ai]id;wh^i a turn may, be given; to the. affairs

of Europe, .fhoui-d'Heaj^enf'PiBrmit Gallic policy asnd?

'geji^y to prevail j*ere over Eng^t^, yalour, I .•Bee(fl no6

f^y*^ eve)!i'tFe:#ble to-chinkl W^jare peaceably fxr

tendrogour fettlements upon oyr own territories, ; they.

are ejctending^thbirs beyond their awn, by force of,arms»

,We:muftineet at length j wliich cannot be without a

vioknt. conc-ufion :. and the time ^6ms;i?ot,t0befar off..

In ifliort, their-: fioftddfil rn-uft bte very different fr^rn what-

ist; h^sallabHg betWji efpedally lof late* bfefore we fhall

have- any rearfofl to thinklj tha« we canUive }il'p.eace m^.

^©d'ntigWj©Mi*ho©d Wirh-th^tri, h'uw satfch fo^var- we

^.
. • may



may defffe itJ^-1rhe''c<jndhebriS5fiat'V*ideefte^|hIfdf'ial

both ; and they ar^rrfblv'ed ^o five- tHe'whbk.^'TM:

Goart oi-Veffailles, for€^teridihrf^the-F'renefilHorii?a5Shi

in America,- hath evef^tJ^fe#^s^Httyi*tel -Dm^'i}

Jj»pkw';-and%''Jtt^p(Ufftiin^ ki htfthO^iftffe sf ftlJ^infeafiiya

iof pepfidy, *idr-viole»M:ejifbP?ebc*i^K^<|ut> ehiki tjeigH^,

, And wi\^t,^0f|'^d:^^qenejsthiSj^jM5^igI^refl^ P,Vff?S

JFjancy, or fomething of, an higher nature, prefent^ f^PP^9 :»

and fo chills, my blood I Ds) I beheld thefcr territories pf

freedom, becorne the prey of arbitrary foyir^r ? Dp .I/ee

J^e piptly armies, of,French .a^id^paintedSal-vage?, taking

our fortrefles, and erediing their own, ?ven in our, capital

towns and cities ! Do I behold them foreadins defoliauon
'. • c" !"..:."..:' ! 1- J I "i". y^KUi'.f . .: r P r.j.-. _,

thro' the land ! Do I lee the Uaves of Lepais with t)ieir

r^. T? 5: .•'..! •: ii : t ' '> i-'- ";•:. "_'-;'
Indian allies, difpoflemngthe free-born fubieds of King

'GesOrge, of the inheritance received from their, fprer
Li J. . r;-:..;,. . ;, -.: .;•' »

fathers, and purchafed by them at the expence of their
• ; , . ^:. ::.! ,

'].'_' i— f . .
•' :''.'

eafe, their , trea/lire, their Talood !, To aggravate, the m-

dignity beyond human toleration, dp I fee t^is.^oodly

Vatrimony ravifhed from them, bythpfe whonever k^new

F .. V . i
what

* ,One flagrant inftance of this, appears in the. murderous main^er of

Capt. Heme's being killed, in the. year 1750, at ChifgneiSo, by
,
a

-party oi Indians in the intereft, arid unt^er the direftion, of thi

French, in prefence of Monfieur Le Cm-Mesihtit Conimandan% when
' he was- received by them undfer the proteftion of a flag of truce :

For which outrage, noother caufe can be affigned, than that he

had diftirigiiifti'd h.imfelf by his aftivity in the ferviceof his King

J and Country, againft the attempts of the French in th'ofe part|S.



-aj? pdaiuW? ,L,Gffid|,P!o J ffee chi-iQiwnjiy; bwwOiecJ -for

popery ! the bibie, foE^the; pwfe-bookl the ,oracles of

«^uiJi\,if<pr fs^^#^sJqge|Bd».-^fPQ! I fcerfbeifaprt^l^ifiqe*

erf!#g^ib«re iq, tl»«.lBPfi?wt pf thfSitrwGqd,; w4.)wAS6n,

on the wks Qfcpa|S[iiJ!ifepQi^tiaaflod i^s>l«rjj j «rea«i

here, Wi&fj'tf Satan*s feat was j do I fee thefe facred Edii'

Bees laid in ruins themfelves I and others Hdng in their .

pladesi cotifeci^ktied'tb'thii hoiiour of la'mts and kngds !

iriftfead 'df a tl-ain iif^'Chi'itt'staJthful, libbrYbus' mlrtfftefs'j

db'i behbl'd-ail hei'3''6f laiy Monks, arid jefuits, ari|^

lEkii^'iAF,' and inqtlifltofg,' "arid coWie(3, ancT finco'wled

irripbftors ! Do 1 fcfe'a'prciteftant, there', ftealing a loofe

at bis bible, and b^lng'takeh iii the'fafl,
' buriifhed Kkei

a felon ! "What indignity is yonder offered to the

iriatrons ! and here, to the virgins ! ts It now a cririij;

to "reverence the hoary ncacl'! And is he ilone' happy;

that taketii the Jitri% ones, an^dia'fheth tnerii againftthe

ftbhesT Do I fee all liberty, proip^rty, religion, liappi-

nefs, changed, or rather' trarifubllantiated, into flavery,

poverty, fupefftition, ^j-etchednefs'l Arid, iri fine, do I

hearthe rri'iferable fufferers (thofe of them that furviv^

bitterly accufmg the negligence of the public Guardians 1

and charging all their cabtuitieis,' fefsiipbn tbe'crienfles"^ i*

than upon the fathers, of ?heir country ! O diOioneft

!

pro^ne ! execrable fight j O piercing found I that f»-

"tefith iutq the ears of- ti>e-L9rd of Sal>hefb1 ''Where I'

^.-iK.- in



in what Mg^on ! in what'Wotlid'aB*>I ! Is.tkls imWina'-

tjon I (its: own bijfy terftienticw/ dr is it fomethriig more

4ivios ? I will not, I cannot-beKevt tis pri^pliietie vifioft i

Qi* that God has fo far abandooed' usf

!

' 1

And how dii^erent a fcene is now opening upon me,

with clearer indications of truth and reality ! .T&?re, in-

lolence& injufcce punilhed! Here, "the meek. inheriting

th/e earth 1" "Liberty'viftorious ! Slavery biting her own

ch^iti ! Pride brought down '. Vertue exalted 1 Chrif-

*

tianity triumphing over impofture ! And another Great;

Britain rifing in America ! But I muft not declare the

whole:

—

The "Lord. God hmnrpitmt reigneth ! Jujfi dftd. true

are all iBy 'ways, O thou King cf faints. And timn that

walk in f^ide, thoii art able to a^afe ! " Whkt has pride

profited ! Or what good hath vaunting brotright you,"

ye feftlefs diftufbers of our peace ! What ^ood, your

mafles ? yoorrclkks ? youtcroflings ? yourAveMaria's ?

j/hi to whiety of'jtur faints willye now turn-

1

But we are not, my honoured Fathers, to,prefume

on .God's piotedion, much lefs, on his givjng us any

Ggfia,! advantages over them th^t are ever pitber planing

or executing mifchiefagainn:. us, without ufing th? pro-

per, mean;5 f©^,obtaining thac proteftion, and thefe ad^

yaotage^ As-tbeapoftle faid to the mariners, after

affuring them of deliverance from the impending danr

gcr, " l^^cCjRt thefe abide la ifce fljip, ye cannot be

iaved i



/

4© ^n::EhMion^Sermh..

fay«d /-;faii;;n[iay'be|9Jd.i to,,<nir Bfitifh cplonijgs,;Yc can-

not lie faved from-the ftorjij you are nqiyllsreatned with,

yea,:;whic|^ is already begiij,ff,j. except jfCr .^fs^' unipri

amongft your felves,;,; art4; exert your ftrengtfe tpgether,

for your common intereft. Upon this, condition, you

ire fafe, even without a miracle : otherwife, nothing

fliort of one_ can lave you. And can you.i witnput the

utmbft indignation, think of becoming a prey" to thole

who are fo much inferior to you in all refpeds^ meerly

for want of unanimity, publicTpirit, ttie manly refolu-

fioh of ybur fore-fathers, and a little expehce !

It is not, may it pleafe your Ejccellency, (for.to You,

Sir, I muftnow beg leavf more particularly to diredt my.

difcourfe;-. It is not) one of the leafl; fclidties pf this,

'province, to have at the Head of it, a gentlefnan fo^wcll

acquainted Tvith its true intereft,fo capable of ferving it^

and io heartiJy difppfed to (3o it, as we have rekfon to

think your Excellency, is. We have had experience of

your warm zeal for his Majefty's fervice, and for the

welfare bf this his moft loyal province. Tri'the long war

during your adiflinjitratibh, had all concerned been, I

will hot'^refLimeto fay,equally'faifhFBFj'but,equally fue-

cefsfuJy neither the European, nor theAmeriqah Dunkirk*

would prbblibly have been a port and fortification at this

'day; <)r, wHich is ftill better, they mlght'havc been in

other hands than they are at pi-efent. ' However wt, in

•fpnieffleafurcreaj) the happyfrgits of youtifubjedingthe

latter
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lalter of them to the Britifli crown, in the change of due

medium •, an<U' are' likely, by God's bleffing, to .reap

them in muck greater perfeftioii' hereafter, when time

has'tpatUE'd thena. !* ! ..i!"

The zeal "which-" yoiar Excellency has lately fliown

with relation tb theencroachmehts and hoftilhies of our

bad neighbours, gives'iis affurancej Sir, that nothing will

be wanting, on your^part,;towards their. ttteetJng with

timely and efFefliual oppofition. And the ready concur^

rence of the other branches of the iegiflature, witKwhat

you was pleafed to propofe to the laft General-Aflembly,

at once fhows the oonfidence that is placed in youy and

renders it probable, atdeaft, that no neceiTary fupplies

wijl be wantijig hereafter, in order to profecute defigrts

of this nature ; whether of aredlingfortrefles for our own

iecurity, or of demqlifhiAg in feafojijithofe of .our injuri-

ous and trefpaffing neighbours. Crow^-Pgint, Crown-

Point, will furely be a lafting Monument of the danger

of delays in fuch Cafes !

It is upon your. Excellency, undetGod and the Kihg*

that we chiefly depend for protedlion and happinef?.

We. are ienfible how much yoii have the union- of -thefe

colonies at heart. Nor can we, without aA implicit

taxing of your farmer adminiftration, which we would

be far from doing, doubt but that, ifor the future, you

.Willi ufe all yqur; power and influence for the good of

this



42^ v^ Ek^i^^fm^.

this proirimiGS m'^mkqahit i and of dl'His Majefty's dOr

^:d<ns.on tbisi Coudofcnt In .gksaktlaLv. Yon wUi rieven

fiBEgeti-Siar, \5dbcfemtfiiflia! you are >. wfeas God, thfiKiog*

and this people, reafonably expeft from Yow,- confidicp^

inetbe paternal relation in -which you ftand towardwis.

lit rqnjQ refpttds we.hanwipecuHarneed of a faithful

ilAd fl{ilf\]l-pii£Mfa^tbi$ntn& By the looksof die cloiidsi

we.^re do expert bad iweariiet •» fuch as .vwU rcqmr© ari

exp^enced and rdolute mariner to carry us fafely^ sxA

faapp% thro* iL But if rhae which W'the appearancs

laf ahu^ and violent dorm gatheviixgy or rather £ii£kuall/

breaking upon us, fhould foon blow ovi?r, and leave m
s clear iky ; yet even when the H«ave»» are fefenev and'

the gale pnofperousy ic demarads at leiaft an upright hedrt;

C^h aone as we truft your Excellency iis peffefled of)

to keep the ftate in the right channel, and fteeif her to

hep true f^ftlkitf, ; '
.

And as we are confident, Sir, you will in all thuig?

do the duty of a good Governour towards' us j fo it is

Riber hopedi that Your public forvtces; will never meet

wttthianungratefd retttrni from us. But I may ventwrei

at.leaft, to affute Your Excellency, that none of Yotit

good deeds Iball be forgotten by our common Maftei- in

Heaven. He^ whoife providence has put you int© this

place of honour and truft, will furcly recompence all the

dli^eniqc and Hdelicy vt^^i^^^ you ^ve fhov^n i° >c akead;^^

r.i • or'



or fliall |how thereafter, H 4heifff^tr0lm 6f_ t^ jf(^;

Nor.^^ wewiftiYoUj.Sir, apy,gi]6;»(tiEr Miciiy* t|h^.jfeia|

youOTiay, in .isvcj^Rsfpea, difclMrge;itbt8;,»Wpi9<g|9fi^

eruft in littch a jmanoei;,.' as toJbaviSuHi&.^piiobalJQn jis

I iribuld not, vfrith propri'iity, -smA 'ifl '-int txMft&it^

with the iettabliftifeidform of Our'goVehJfneflr^ apply tn.^-

f^f particularly to bis"Majfe'fty*S CouAtii fdrtK^^^dfeht

poHtical yiear, rtow tipiring, &nl8fs it %ere With relktKirt

t6'thpntWJ£leftren this afternoon, Wherein the^ are tci

bear a pare, ^itliiv^ng nothing to add upon thdt'fub-

jtft, to what has been 'faid already; to' t^iem in cOiai'iftdn

^itK others eonternedj it is hiihibly' hoped, thaf'^h^

omrllion of a particular addrcfs to'tHst horiourableBDafd^

will not Be impQted even to forg^'tfulnc'fs, ipucKlqifsi^b

ahy'difi-eli)e£L-
.n-lih;. 7 ucu

A. "A'V: rv
The honourable Houfe of Reprefehtatives, at the

ctyntriiand ofi»hore'predecfeffoii'it'is;*that lappear in (ibis

j^Tici, will ind\il'ge me in a flibrt applli'catiOnto them.

H As You, honoured Gentlemen, arp delegated, iimne-

diatelyby the good people of the Province, io_rfprefent,

.and -ad for, them ^ You ar?, if jjoffible, under a nearejf

and ftrifter pbtigation, to regard their welfare, than the

other branches of tBe legiflature. You jarp mpre. fs3iftjc»f

larly, the guardians of their rig,bts and privrleges, Ix. i^

tljerefbre, to be prcfumed, that you vyiil always b*; zcaj

lous



IfeSii^jffeudii^k'bf•t^^t^rfeal • and' bfe'ft Im^feft.- "' Pr'rvate;^

perteillibtep^ft, ¥t*a5 afk very- fcrtfit>le,-has' nothimgid

do i:nii^'^«»m^P«irt'6f.th& pedvih^^ x; Yoiii are^noti

dep6te^,'feeMto>by-^"yki*icfeiifth'uefBts,Gehdemen,th^Jyi^

piay, |>rQfejcute your j)^tic.ular inj^reft?, or the. intfr^fts

Q|.Qtbe,i:s,..aoyJar||^^r^jth3n tl^ey cfljnqde with the .com.-:

ption good, ..aod are, involved in it. , K[orican you be ftt

^^n^ye,. that |hQuld.;oiU wh^t, tc; |}iej^uuli;y.;h^nd,^ th^.q

right hand of falJhpoL whictf fbould.P'ther be, liftcid up*

or kept down, to, ferve.the particular ends of any mat*

Oi; party whateycr,|to t|]e detriment ofjhe public ! Such,

thb^.a're indeed^
?i!^°^ ^^9 '"faroov?, ^.'^^ horrid, to bq

fupppfecj ppffible, it>,a Chriftian country., j^, But alas
|

ic

is a degenerate world, if not a corrupt age of itj^that

vre live in !

(^ I^QWJE;yER,;it \yere-very i^^rio^s rajfufp^ft, |i.oj\9^j$^

GeoUef^epj but^jhat You -are all aflembled^ here, frpm

different parts of the Jand,. with upright views, and an

arde'ht love to your country. And ifYou mean to ferve

thepublic, asdoubtlefs you do, 'you will always 0udy

the' things that make'for f'eace, both amongft yoiirfelves,*

and WhhtheothePbfia'nchesof thd legiQature : For' it is'

by'tlit'fe things only, that the common- wealth is edified
:'

nor,' furely, by party difputes and fadions j not bj iri-

' dulled' ammofuiesV anid "ftudied' oppoficions ; whicti

•
''*'' '

,
greatly

.
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greatly dillionor and weaken any government ; and have

both their origin and end in ?vil. ^ They who promote

and foment theni, haw.a)ways foipething elfe in vie\#

than, what they would be tbo't to have, the public good.

This is, indeed^ always the pretence,; but private pique,

or private intereft, or a general temper and turn to

wrangling,' is at the bottoon. It is, ufually at leafl;, the

purfuit of feperate, diftin6t interefts, and a want of pub-

lic fpirit^ that is the fource of party and contentions in

any date. When all are united heartily in the main

end, having nbthingfo much in view, as the good of the

publi6 ; party namesjdiftififtions, and difputes, vanifh of

tourfc ; and that unanimity and harmony take place,

which give both beauty and ftrength to government j

and without which, the public affairs cannot be carried

oni to advantage. A public fpirit, is a fpirit of union ;

and union is the foiircc of public happinefs : and piAlic

happincfs is the great end which you ftiould have i.i

view. w^

As you, hononrcd Gentlemen, have a diftind: part in

the legiflature, nothing Confiderable can be done withouc

You, for the public good -, and I may add, or contrary

to it : tho' I am far from thinking, that this is defigned

by any. God forbid ! But the granting of monies, a

thing of the utmoft importance, lies mord immediatejy

^with Tou. And tho' you will always have a tender con-

. . >^' G cern
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cern for the intereft of yoor refpe6:ive conftituents, yef

You will have a greater, fof the good of the whole Pro-

vince i to be fure, for the common intcreft of his Ma-

jefty^i dominions on this Cotatinent. Nor will You be

over thrifty, when that c&\\% for liberality. And this

will probably be the cife •'before it is long, if it is

not aftualiy fo already. '

I fpeak aow; with particulaj refejepce ft) ths^ pecpfla^jf

defence ®f this, and all thefe colpnies, ag^ir^ft thofew/hp

are ni,akixig inroads upon, us ; and whio hav!e,-t;ve|i-with-

in the. fpace of a few weeks,,h^ the hardinefe to com,t^\K

fuch boftilities as are not to be endured, unJeik we ar^

determined-t? fit down in ingloriaus eafe, aoc} patiently

to lopk on, w-hilfi our trade jyith the natives, is ra-

vifhed from us ; our fortreflTes;, taken ;J our friends an^

brethren, captivated, butchered, fcalped ; oiir fields, laid

wafte; our territiaries, poflefied by thoifl.thathate us.;

and the Britilh intereft on the Continent brought to no-

thing. Peace is a great bleffing ; p^eace is what we

Would chufe ; peace is the defire of all who deferve the

hame of ChrifHans-. But fhall the trumpet ik^§tt Shall

the fword ruft ? Shall our gold and filyer lye ca«k«rrng

in our coffers ? ^Shall our military garments be moth-

taten fbr want of ufe, when fuch things 'are doing! It is

impofTible, Gentlemen, you (hould be aiiy" -ways back-

ward, or parfjmoniqus, in fuch a caufe as this ; a caufe

wherein'
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jwhereln the jglQry of God, the honour of your King, and

the good pf your country, are fo deeply concerned ; I

might perhaps add, a caufe, whereon the liberties of Eu-

rope depend. For of fo great confequence is the empire

pf ,North Anoerice, (and that^, you are fenfible, is the

thing now aimed at by our neighbours) that it muft turn

the Tcale ofpower greatly in favour of the onlyMonarch,

from whom thofe liberties are in danger ; and againll

that Prince, who is the grand fupportand bulwark of

them. ' Confider then. Gentlemen, in tlie name of God,

confideri what you owe Him, and to your holy religion •,

what,to the proteftant imereft in general ; what, to yout

King an4.to Great-Bcitain, in particular ; what, to your

native country ; what, to the honour of yourAnccftqrs

;

whaty to the prefent generation ; what, to future ones -,

what, to yourfelves ; and what, to thofe whom the Qod

of natur^ has made dearer to you than yourfelves,

your children. It is even uncertain. Gentlemen, how

long you will have an Hmfe to fit in, unlefs a fpeedy

and vigorous oppofition is made to the prefent encroach-

ments,and to the farther defigns, of our enemies ! This,

farely, is not a time to be faving, unlefs in our private

£xpeaces.

'And while I am Ipealcing of grants for the common

good, I cannot but juft add. That neither the honour of

the Province can be promoted, at prefent, nor its true

G 2 interefV,
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1/ intereft, in the end, by great parfimony towards thofe

\vho ferve the public in a public capacity, and^receive

falaries from it. There is another thing which I would

beg leave to hint at Irere. 60 far, honoured Gentlemen,

as fixing thfe proportion which the different parts of the

Community are refpeffively to bear in the public Ex-

pences, lies with You, You' will doubtlefs be far from

defiring, that any particuhr part,' fhould bear a greater

proportion than is juft and equal ; being regulated by-

its ability and circumftances relatively confidered. You

are too religious, juft and impartial tp defire this', f
. In

f A certain part of this Community (which furely there is no need,

pf mentioning !) has fallen under fuch great decays and difficphiqi

of late, thro' that fame Providence, which has been fmiling upoh
the other parts of the Province ; that I verily believe righteous

Heaven will be juftly and greatly provoked, unlefs fome pity and

relief ;s afibrded to it. - Poor BOSTON ! once the Glory of Britifll-,

America, W'h^t art tliou coming to ! What, rather, art ;hoi^ com^
tp alrea,dy 1- "

'

"

* '•'
''

A marginal note, oniitted in it? proper place, page 30. where
the introducing of forefgiierj is Ipok'en of, is jhferted here, as

foUoweth,

% Tho' tlip.,Province allvjiijed to, has in faft been made both populoijs

aijd rich, by thejntrodudfion of foreigners; yet it is apprehended,
that fome inconveniencigs may arife.hereafter,' if they have not
arifen already, for want of due precaution in the diftribution of
them, &c. Which inconvcniencies willj doubtlefs, • be guarded
againft, by any others of our Britilh Colsnies and Plantations,which
ftiall bring in great numbers of fuch Settlers ; this not being im-
praftifable, tho' there may befpffl? difficulty attending it.

' And
altho' it (hculd be tho't, that the Germans in PenM'udnia, however
they had been difpas'd of, and whatever precautions had been
taken \yith regard tO them^are too numerous in proportion to the

ether Inhabitants; yet the Province of the Majfachufrtts is already
fo populous with Englijh, th^t there feems not to be the leaft, or

ipoft reniote, danger herf, of tod farge iraport^tioijis of this nature^
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In fine, honoured Gentlemen, I perfwade myfelf, that

you will^ in all your.debates and confukations, in all you

do in your political, as well' as private capacity, remem-

ber you are to givt an account of yourfelves to the all-

knowing, all-juft, and impartial Judge of the world.

And if you keep this moft folemn and awful truth up-

pcrmbft in your minds, it will be almoft impoffible for

you to doamifs. You will then aft, in all refpedts, with

fuch a dlfinterefted view to the common good of your

country ; with fuch unblemi(hed, irreproachable integ-

rity, as will be both acceptable to God yo\jr Saviour,

and to thdfe for whom you adt ; with fuch prudence and

fidelity, at leaft, as will afford no handle to perfons of

captious temper*, and licentious tongues, under the pre-

text oiblsktam^ former Houfes, to couch a re?l and jufl:

farcafm on the prefent.

If any thing has been faid in this difcourfe, not fuSi-

ciently conformable tb^he ufual ftyle of the pulpit -, if,

any thing that approaches too near to politicks ; if the

difcourfe has not been enough confined to matters alto-

gether fpiritual ; if our'temporaland worldly concern-

ments have been toolong dwelt upon -y in finc,if there has

been any greater liberty of fpeech ufed j if, any greater

pathos of expreffibn, than becomes an Engiifh fubjeft,

a lover of his country, and a proteftant Minifter, updn

fuch an occafion, and at fuch a juniflure, as the prefent

;

. /
'

if
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if this is thecafe, asperhaps it is, tbe great candor pf

the audience is humbly relied on, |o mgke ^t mofi fa-

vouraile apology, that the nature of the thing will admit

of, for him that has thus tranfgreflfd.^ And ti>ai will

be, at leaft, as good a one, as any he could make for

hinifelf, Ihould be attempt one. But an apology wopld

certainly tie neceilary in another refpeft, were this dif-

courfe protrafled to a much greater length. My Re-

verend fathers and brethren in the miniftry, will there-

fore readily excufe me, if I do not bpnour myfelf by a

particular addrefs to them, as is.cuftomary upon thefe

occafions t Tho' the fubjedi I have been upon, is very

applicable, not only to civil Rulers j but alfo to thofe

whom our bleffed Lord has countedfaithful, putting them

into tbe minifiry.

However, I cannot conclude without juft reminding

this great affembly. That all men have certain talents

committed to them, for which they are accountable to

him that gave them. The leaft and loweft of us need

not hve without honouring God, in fome way or other,

and being, in a degree, ferviceable to the world. Nor

fliall any one that is faithful to his truft, lofe his reward j

thb' he is fo far from bejng in a capacity to do great and

extenfive good in his generation, that he can only " give

*Vacup of cold water to a difci pie in the name of a

*_' difciple." For ^' if there be firft a willing mind, it is

,^' accepted



•* accepted according to that a man hiith, and not ac-

" cording to that' he hath not." " As we haVe rrtatty

*^ members in one body, and all members have not the

" feme office ; fo we,' teing many, ire one body m
" Chrift, and members one of another. Having theff

'* gifts differing aecbuding to the grace that vs givetf

•^ to us,whether miniftry^et us wait on our mimflrittgv

"or he thatexhorteeh, on exhortation ; he that grvethi

*' let him do it in fimplicity ; he that ruleth, with diiiw

" gence;" And, in all of us, let love be without difli''

" muktion," while we " abhor that which is evil, and

^ cleave to that wbith is good." Thus, thro' faith, and

patiencc'in well doitig, fhrall we at length " inherit the

V promifes :" for «* he is faithful that has promifed'."

We muft unavoidably concern ourfelves,'in fome

meafure, about ^he things of this mortal life, fo long as

it fhall pleafe. the F^hcr 9f fpirits tot pndgue us in it.

But our great ihtereffi lies in another region, far beypnd

the fphere and verge of mortality. And whofoever is

faithful to the death, fhall receive a crown of life, that

fedeth not. There is npthing here. Men, Brethren and

Fathers I there is -nothing here, that can claim our

highefl: love.and affedions. * All that cometh is vanity."

Riches take to thcmfelves wings ; pt^itfures pall

;

" favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain." " All things

" are full of change," and in perpetual rotation. " The

^* fadjion of the world pafTeth away ;" and God alone

is
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is without vanabUnefs,i,ndLjhadow of turning.- Even all

the kingdoms of the earth, tho' they haftheir foundati-f

ons laid in iron and brafs & adamantjmuft fooner Or laterj

be diffolved ; and their place be no where found* Alt

empire fhall be blotted out,excepting His, " ,of whomj

*' and thro' whom, and to whom, are all things," ^All-

Ihall terminate in a Monarchy, truly univerfal. The

kingdom of the glorious Mediator, fhall firft break in

^pieces, confumc, and. abforb all inferiour ones. And

Tshen He Ihall have " put down all rule, and all aU"

" thority, and power, and fubdued, all things unt© bim-

*' felf, then cometh the end," when, as the fcriptures^

inform us, even He fhall no longer reign ; but-.

^« deliver up the kingdom to GOD, even the Father,

" that put all things under him j that GOD may be

«' All in All,"

THE END.
,„ . .<

^RRORS af the Frefs, that have efcapi, ^ere kjl l» the Judpttf^

and Camir of the,.Reader to c^rreSi






